[image: image1.png]



CRS Boston

Charismatic Renewal Services ( Archdiocese of Boston

CRS Boston

Charismatic Renewal Services ( Archdiocese of Boston
Page 2

September, 2008
On more than one occasion there has been a need to answer the question, “What is a Charismatic Prayer Meeting?”
What is a Prayer Meeting?

A prayer meeting is a regular gathering (usually weekly) of people who pray together. What keeps them together is a common spiritual bond or commitment. Some examples are rosary groups, right-to-life groups, etc. and Charismatics. Often after the prayer meeting is a social time and, for some, a time of shared ministry.

What makes the prayer meeting charismatic?
Charismatics are people who strive to live lives that are led totally by the Spirit of God. This life in the Spirit is fulfilled by surrendering our lives to the power of the Holy Spirit already within us given at Baptism and sealed at Confirmation. The Spirit assists this surrender by bestowing charisms, or gifts, that are unique to each person and help the person follow the Spirit. Most Charismatics have an experiential relationship with the Holy Trinity as well.
What Happens at a Charismatic Prayer Meeting?
Charismatic prayer meetings have no formal structure and the content of meetings will vary from group to group and even week to week depending on the gifts present in the people and the leading of the Holy Spirit. A typical Charismatic Prayer Meeting begins with uplifting and joyful singing of songs of praise to God, followed by extended vocal thanksgiving and praise (recounting the deeds) of God and Jesus and calling on the Holy Spirit to come and lead the gathering. Songs may continue and become more worshipful and reflective leading to a time of reverent silence followed by manifestation of some of the gifts of the Spirit, such as, speaking or singing in tongues (divinely inspired personal or communal prayer without words), prophecy (speaking God’s message to the people gathered), or word of knowledge (divinely inspired knowledge concerning a person or situation). There are various manifestations of the Spirit’s presence in each person, so every meeting as well as every group that gathers is different. Some meetings incorporate the rosary, Mass or adoration as well.
Often this time may be followed by a teaching about scripture or the Church with time made available for people who wish to come forward and offer their reflections about what was said, or tell about how God has worked in their lives.
The final stage of the meeting could include many things, a collection, praying for needs of one type or anther and making announcements. The meeting is usually closed with an uplifting song of praise to God or a prayer.

In summary
it is really impossible to tell someone what a Charismatic Prayer Meeting is like. To say it succinctly, it is an encounter with God himself under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. It is so unique that you have to experience it personally to know what it is like. People come together as family to give praise, worship and honor to Jesus Christ, our Savior and for the building up of God’s Church. There are times when the meeting is joyfully exuberant, especially with music and vocal praise of God, because people are excited about God being present in their midst. Sporting events are noisy because of the excitement of seeing local heroes win a game – why not get excited about God? (He’s excited about you!). There are times when it’s quiet because God in our midst brings us to reverent awe of him. There are manifestations of gifts of the Spirit (read 1 Corinthians 12) because the Spirit equips every person uniquely and specially to follow God’s plan for their life. If you come you will see people whose lives have been totally changed by the presence of God and filled with joyful hope through the power of God’s Spirit at the meetings. Many have also experienced physical, spiritual and emotional healings through individual prayer available after the meetings. We invite you to experience this touch of God personally. It is so new and different for most people that we ask those who come, to attend 3 meetings before you make up your mind about its affect on your life. For many the result is a new and joy-filled life!
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